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Central Iowa EMS Directors


September 5, 2008, 1300

Urbandale Fire Department, Station 42
Central Iowa EMS Directors


Training Committee Notes
In attendance: Frank Prowant, Ankeny FD, Scott Lyon, Clive FD, Jim Mitchell, Urbandale FD, Dean Rodriguez, Des Moines FD, Steve Vannatta, Mercy College, Dan Gubbins, Polk City FD, Dan Keough, Mercy Emergency Services
1. NREMT Refresher – Committee report/discussion (Dan Keough, Frank Prowant and Steve Vannatta)
The group discussed the concern over the increased cost for this year’s refresher which included a significant tuition increase over last years. The committee reported that they were trying to cover the costs of instructors and meals for participants with the increased fee. Previous refresher ended in the negative and the committee was hoping to achieve its goal of breaking even. Some departments are concerned they may not be able to send personnel due to the increased cost.

Several ideas were discussed to try to hold down the costs for the course. The discussion included reducing the instructor pay, trying to get people to teach for free and/or trading spots in the course in exchange for teaching a minimum number of hours. 

At this time the committee agreed to postpone the September refresher and proceed forward with planning for the February refresher class. Committee members are asked to bring ideas to the next meeting that may be utilized to reduce the overall course cost.

Dan Gubbins will change the website message to class postponed, Dan Keough will notify CIEMSD departments and the committee will cancel instructors currently confirmed for the September refresher.

2. Polk County EMS Funding Update –Steve Nolan, Polk County EMA
Steve will develop a spreadsheet identifying where grant purchased airway equipment has been placed so services know where they can check it out from for training. In addition, Steve will try to develop a spreadsheet for available training aids for the committee.
3. Training Agency Reports – Steve Vannatta reported that both Paramedic and EMT-Basic classes are in process at the college.
4. Recruit Academy Development – The EMT-B course will begin on 9/15/2008 with a registration deadline of Wednesday, September 10, 2008. Contact Rob Chiappano at rchiappano@ankenyiowa.gov if you have questions or students to register. This class is only open to CIEMSD departments and is sponsored through Mercy College. FF I and II academy will start in January.
5. Skill validation / Competency program was tabled until the next meeting. Scott Lyon is developing the list of firefighter core skills that we will discuss at the October meeting.
6. Advanced airway program development – In October we will begin discussion on developing a course outline for an Advanced Airway Management Course. We would like to try and develop a program with both didactic and lab components with the goal of developing confidence in airway skills.  

7. Next meeting date and time – October 9, 2008, 1300 at the Ankeny Fire Department (Note Location Change!)
